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both black and white, although once word got
out that white folks were willing to work for
him the other whites would run them off.

You see, Mr. Byrd believed in treating peo-
ple the way he wanted to be treated, regard-
less of color. By 1955, he had earned enough
money and respect as a black business man
that he was able to purchase at least ten
homes and two restaurants in Shaw, often
paying cash each time he made a purchase.
By this time, “money was no problem” as his
son remembered his Dad saying. In fact, the
first house he purchased was a big beautiful
brick house which was the home of Mr. Thom-
as McEvans.

Mr. McEvans was another rich man in
Shaw; he owned a clothing store, tailoring
shop, and he took the lead in building the 1st
colored school in Shaw, and a member of the
Board of Trustees among other influences he
held in Shaw. In 1959, part of his dream to
build a community for blacks began to mate-
rialize. Mr. Byrd purchased a building ten
miles west of Shaw on Highway 448 and had
it moved to its current location of Hwy 442,
five miles east of Shaw. That building became
a focal point of Byrd’s community. He re-
molded the building turning it into “Byrd Gro-
cery,” and later he added on to the building a
restaurant and gas station, changing the name
to “Byrd Grocery and Service Station.” Byrd’s
community also had two baseball fields.

When Black farmers were losing their farms
in the 1960s for various reasons, Mr. Byrd
was never affected or worried because he
knew he had planned wisely. Long before au-
tomation really took over, he was already
using tractors to do the work on the farm, get-
ting away from the mule. But when automation
fully came into use, his son, Thomas recalls
the day his Dad went to the John Deere place
and purchased a brand new top of the line,
“John Deere” cotton picker. And because he
was able to pay $25,000 cash for the John
Deere, the white salesman surely sold it to
him because of the money but after that he re-
fused to have anything else to do with him be-
cause it was unheard of and certainly shock-
ing that Mr. Byrd, a black man, was in posses-
sion of that amount of cash and no one really
knew. You see, his success rested in his be-
lief to “never spend more than you make,
keep folks out of your business, and don’t be
extravagant because a fool and his money will
soon part,” said, his son, Thomas Lee.

In 1975, Mr. Byrd due to health problems
turned the family farm over to his oldest son,
Lonnie “LC” Byrd, who died December 17,
1999. Mr. William “Kingfish” Byrd died in July
1980 and is buried in the Strangers Home
Cemetery in Shaw, MS beside his wife, Daisy
Byrd, who died in August 1981. Thomas Lee
recalls his father's last words to him, “Son, |
told LC and I'm telling you never sell the farm.
| built this for all my children.”

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in honoring, Mr. William “Kingfish” Byrd, a
black farmer from the Mississippi Second Con-
gressional District.
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Mr. MEEHAN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the young men and women from the 7th
Congressional District of Pennsylvania who
have been nominated to attend a service
academy. These men and women will honor a
commitment to serve in the military for a min-
imum of five years upon graduation. They
have been nominated because they have dis-
played character traits such as leadership,
service and dedication both inside and outside
the classroom. | am confident that their par-
ents and teachers have prepared them well for
this world-class educational opportunity and
extraordinary service to their nation.

The following individuals have been nomi-
nated for academy appointment:

Evan Allen, Valley Forge Military Academy,
United States Naval Academy; Zachary
Assenmacher, Haverford High School, United
States Naval Academy; Bret Beebe, Twin Val-
ley High School, United States Naval Acad-
emy; Troy Bergwall, Bayard Rustin High
School, United States Naval Academy; Nich-
olas Bologa, Pequea Valley High School,
United States Merchant Marine Academy;
Matthew Brecht, LaSalle College High School,
United States Military Academy; Steven
Bushold, LaSalle College High School, United
States Military Academy; Julia Clements,
Downingtown High School, United States
Naval Academy; Cole Drahus, Twin Valley
High School, United States Naval Academy;
Jonas Fiant, Governor Mifflin High School,
United States Air Force Academy; Daniel
Geibler, Ridley High School, United States
Military Academy; Chasan Hall, Coatesville
Senior High School, United States Air Force
Academy; William Higgins, Penncrest High
School, United States Merchant Marine Acad-
emy; Phillip lanozi, Springfield Township High
School, United States Merchant Marine Acad-
emy; Matthew Jones, Malvern Preparatory
School, United States Naval Academy;
George Keating, North Penn High School,
United States Naval Academy; Ethan
Klabunde, Unionville High School, United
States Naval Academy; Heather Laudermilch,
Westtown School, United States Air Force
Academy; Justin Lee, Upper Dublin High
School, United States Military Academy;
Kiersten Martin, Cardinal O’Hara High School,
United States Naval Academy; Catherine
McCarthy, Upper Darby High School, United
States Naval Academy; Jacob McCubbins,
Methacton High School, United States Air
Force Academy; James McWilliams, Haverford
Senior High School, United States Military
Academy; Ross Obenschein, Twin Valley High
School, United States Air Force Academy;
Christopher Paolantonio, St. Joseph’s Pre-
paratory School, United States Naval Acad-
emy; Matthew Prestia, Plymouth Whitemarsh
High School, United States Naval Academy;
Charles Rossino, Haverford High School,
United States Naval Academy; Thaddeus
Schlamb, Downingtown West High School,
United States Naval Academy; Andrew
Schutta, LaSalle College High School, United
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States Naval Academy; Zachary Smith, Car-
dinal O’Hara High School, United States Naval
Academy; Olivia Tierney, Villa Maria Acad-
emy, United States Naval Academy; George
Ulrich, LaSalle College High School, United
States Naval Academy; Madeleine
Wawrzyniak, Hatboro-Horsham Senior High
School, United States Air Force Academy;
Kyle Werner, Kennett High School, United
States Military Academy; Dalton Wolfe, Oxford
Area High School, United States Naval Acad-
emy

Again, Mr. Speaker, congratulations to all of
these outstanding nominees. | wish them noth-
ing but the best in all their endeavors.

————
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BOHLER
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Thursday, January 9, 2014

Mr. MCINTYRE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
pay tribute to Sergeant Chris Bohler of Willow
Spring, North Carolina, who gave his life while
defending our Nation on December 17, 2013,
in support of Operation Enduring Freedom.
Sergeant Bohler was one of six U.S.
servicemembers killed when a helicopter
crashed in Zabul Province, Afghanistan. He
shall be remembered by all those whose lives
he touched as the finest example of altruism,
integrity, and patriotism. His life and his sac-
rifice merit our utmost respect and gratitude.

Chris came from a long line of soldiers. His
great-grandfather served in Europe during
World War I. One of his grandfathers enlisted
in the Army during World War Il, and a great-
uncle enlisted in the Air Force during the Ko-
rean War. His father also served in the Army.

Chris graduated from South Johnston High
School in Four Oaks in 2003 and went on to
attend Johnston Community College, where
he was admired as a man with high aspira-
tions and the tenacity to achieve his goals.
Eager to protect his country, he joined the
Army in 2007, and was assigned to B Com-
pany, 3rd Battalion, 1st Aviation Regiment, 1st
Infantry Division in Fort Riley, Kansas. Chris
was a humble hero that lived his life the best
way he knew how—Dby serving others.

Chris was serving our country dutifully when
his life was taken. He will be missed by his
family and friends. He was the son of Deborah
and Pete Bohler and the oldest of three chil-
dren. Although he is now gone, his courage
will continue to be an inspiration to us all. He
shall be remembered as the finest example of
bravery, honor, and public service. May God
comfort his family, and may we always re-
member the life of Sergeant Chris Bohler.

———

WELCOME BABY VALENTINA
LUCILLE DAY

HON. JOE WILSON

OF SOUTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, January 9, 2014
Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. Speak-
er, | am happy to congratulate my Chief of

Staff, Jonathan Day, and his wife Muffy, who
serves as Chief of Staff for Congressman
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